
  

Plan for Today (Session Four)

● Land Acknowledgment
● Review of the arrival in the Americas and 

the spread of Algonkian culture
● Segue into the Haudenosaunee

– Coda (Chapter 11) in 1491: 
The Great Law of Peace

– The work of Lewis Henry Morgan
● Next Week: The Stockbridge Indians
● New OLLI course in June on Fridays



  

People arrived in the Americas 
earlier than had been thought 

Laurentide Glaciation

● During the LGM, much of the Continental Shelf 
was exposed (sea levels were 100 meters lower than at present)

● LGM “maximum coverage was between 26,500 
years and 19–20,000 years ago” after which 
sea levels rose abruptly

● Decline of the West Antarctica ice sheet 
occurred between 14,000 and 15,000 years ago

● Also at that time, there were significant 
(related) climate events in North America



  



  

-14K

{LGM =
-25K to
-20K}

http://academic.emporia.edu/aberjame/student/martin1/laurentide.html



  



  

Something Fishy (Navasink)



  



  



  



  

Turtle Island
Clockwise Dancing

Who Was Hiawatha? Poll #13



  



  



  



  



  

Poll #12
Why is the auto route 

(route 2 between Greenfield and North 
Adams) called the “Mohawk” Trail?

The Mohawk homelands 
are to the west of Albany



  

Today's Discussion

The Work of Henry Lewis Morgan (1818-1881)

 Haudenosaunee “People who build a house”

Hiawatha and The Peacemaker (ca.1090-1150)

“People of the Longhouse”

Ongweh'onweh = “Real Human Beings”

Why is it the “Mohawk” Trail?

“Communism in Living” and Utopian Communities

Steady State Economics (discussion deferred till June)

Is it what we need to combat Climate Change?

What can we learn from Indigenous Culture?



  



  

1491 Coda page 380
Chapter 11 is pages 379-392 in my paperback edition



  

Morgan on the left, 
a contemporary account on the right

[Bitter Water Clan?]



  

“Wenro” = Wendat (autonym) [aka Wyandot or Huron]
Huron, Erie, Susquehannock (Conestoga) were not part of 

the Haudenosaunee Confederation



  

How the Tuscarora squeezed in



  

Hiawatha and Tododaho
The story had a great impact on Benjamin Franklin and others



  

E Pluribus Unum



  

● Mann mentions the Native American leaning that no one is 
better than anyone else, which flew in the face of the 
European class system. p. 380

● This concept of “Egalité” appealed to Lewis Henry Morgan.

● Most American cultures were matrilineal.

● “No woman could be a war chief, no man could lead a clan.” 
p. 382 Children were raised by the mother's family; the most 
important man in a child's life was his mother's brother, not 
his father. This arrangement struck Morgan as “primitive” and 
proof that the Haudenosaunee (and other Americans) had 
not evolved to the sophisticated level of the European-
American culture. Their “Liberté” on the other hand:

● “... tradition of limited government and pesonal autonomy 
shared by many cultures north of the Río Grande.” p.384

● “... Thomas More, writing Utopia in 1615, situated his 
exemplary nation in the Americas.” p.385 (actually 1516, on an island)



  

Further ideas about “Liberté”
● read page 385, re “The great European thinkers of the 17th & 

18th centuries” and how they were influenced by the “natural 
men” of the Americas. 

● Montaigne, Kames, Locke, Voltaire, Jefferson, Franklin, Paine

● p. 391 “... the Pilgrims actually invented the raucous, ultra-
democratic New England town meeting...” modeled after the 
Algonkin government by consensus

● WRONG!

● p. 392 [historian I.B. Cohen mistakenly claimed] 
“Enlightenment philosophers derived their ideas from 
Newtonian physics, when a plain reading of their writings 
shows that they took many of their illustrations of liberty 
from indigenous examples. So did the Boston colonists who 
held their anti-British Tea Party dressed as 'Mohawks.'”



  

In the Civilized United States 
(the richest country the world has ever known)

Prior to the Pandemic
● 328,200,000 people
● 500,000 homeless [Poll #8 (causes)]
● 27,000,000 no health insurance (8.2%) 
● 38,000,000 living in poverty (11.6%)
● 40,000,000 receiving SNAP benefits 

(12.2%) [16.7% of all children]

Source: various web searches, and 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/202
0/04/13/dorothy-days-radical-faith



  

The Promise of Progress
The Life and Work of Lewis Henry Morgan

by Daniel Noah Moses

● Attorney by profession, classically educated
● He admired Seneca, the Roman Stoic, who 

counseled against greed & ambition
● Wanted to record the culture of the 

Haudenosaunee because Ivanhoe [1819]
● Sir Walter Scott set his other stories in 

Scotland, which [not long ago] “was under a 
state of government nearly as simple and as 
patriarchal as those of our good allies the 
Mohawks and Iroquois.” p. 22



  

Lewis Henry Morgan
Major Publications (of more than 20)

● The League of the Ho-dé-no-sau-nee or Iroquois (1851)

● The American Beaver and his Works (1868)

● Systems of Consanguinity and Affinity of the Human 
Family (1871)

● "Montezuma's Dinner" (1876)

● Ancient Society (1877)

● "On the Ruins of a Stone Pueblo on the Animas River in 
New Mexico, with a ground plan" (1880)

● Houses and House-life of the American Aborigines 
(1881)

● In addition, “The Indian Journals” and “European 
Journal”



  



  

Primitive versus Civilized
● Morgan shifted anthropology from anecdote to 

science; Franz Boas (1858-1942) later shifted it 
from race to culture

● Locke and others used the (Native) Americans 
as examples of people living in a “state of 
nature” without a government

● They believed that the “state” (i.e. 
government) was (or should be) established 
“with the consent of the governed” to protect 
private property.

● John Locke: “in the beginning all the world was 
America” The Second Treatise of Government 1690



  



  



  

Indians were stuck in the hunter state



  

Religion



  

“Communism in Living”
as a barrier to social progress



  

Other Morgan Influences 

● Utopian Communities of the 1840s
– Oneida, New Harmony, Oberlin
– Brooke Farm and Fruitlands
– Shakers and Mormons
– Vineland

● Friedrich Engels (1820-1895)
● Charles Darwin (1809-1882)
● The Paris Commune (1871) pp 213-4



  

Republicanism versus Liberalism

● Morgan seemed never to have seen 
the conflict between Egalité 
(Jefferson) and Liberté (Hamilton).

● He became distressed when large 
corporations began to exert power

● But he never gave up his optimism



  

Next Week
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